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PURPOSE 

After  having  tuught   several  year*  In  the  English  de- 
partment of  the  Manhattan  Junior  .lgh  School,   this   Ftudy 
•as  undert  ken  for   the  purpose  of  measuring  the   amount 
and  kind  of  learning   that  might  be  expected  of   Junior 
hlgii   scinol  students.      The  findings  may  prove  sug- 
gestive as  to  the  changes  In  content  and  method  that 
would  be  effective  in  promoting  better  learn:      . 


INTRODUCTION 


During  the  summer  of  19S^  a  test  was  compiled  cover- 
ing the  mlnlciun  essentials  of  t;r.]mm;-r  for  tie   junior  high 
school   classes.      In   conplling  this   test  the  cooperation 
of   the  teachers  of  English  In  Manhattan  Junior  Ugh  School 
and  of  the   Department  of  English  of  Kansas  State  was  of 
great  value.     This   study  was  undert-ker.  to  serve   an  • 
b.isis  for  t   sting   and  conn  .ring   the  knowledge  of   the 
minimum  essentials  of  gvaapar  in  seventh,  eighth,   and 
ninth  grade.-..     The     tudents  were   tested  on  material  they 
had  had  in  the  previous  year's   work  in  order  to  make  a 
study  of   the   total   year's   learning  and  to   ascertain  the 
difference   in   degree  of  learning,   if  any,   due  to  repetition. 

Although  this  teBt  Is  not  standardized,    it   reoresents 
the  opinion  of   a  large  grouo  of  toaster*  of  £ngllsh  as  to 
the  range  of   content  of   subject  waiter  for  each  of   th« 
three  (Trades  of    junior  high  school. 

The  results  secured  in  this  test  could  not  be  taken 
as  establishing  norms  although  48S  students  participated 
in   the      tudy. 


MAT 


The  first  division  of  the  teat  which  If  for  the 
seventh  grade  »as  composed  of  fourteen  parts  which  cover, 
ed  the  following:   the  formation  of  plurals,  recognition 
of  sentence?,  simple  analysis  (that  is,  recognition  of 
complete  subject  and  complete  predicate),  classification 
of  sentences  a  t^  use,  recognition  of  |        ■   of  peech, 
agreement  of  verbs,  correct  verb  forms,  case  of  pronouns 
and  nouns,  formation  of  possesslves,  correct  use  of  cer- 
tain verbs  (suc:i  .is  sit,  sot;  lie,  lay;  rise,  raise), 
punctuation,  capitalization,  and  the  recognition  of  per- 
sonal oror.oins.   This  part  of  the  test  w.-8  built  to  in- 
clude one  hundred  ointf. 

The  second  division  of  the  test  con  isted  of  seven 
parts,  new,  w:  ich  included  new  material  taught  in  the 
eighth  grade.   This  material  in  luded  the  cl„8'  if  ication 
of  sentences  as  t^>  structure,  the  recognition  and  identi- 
fication of  dependent  clauses  together  with  reasons,  the 
tense  of  verbs,  tae  person  of  nouns  and  ^ronouns  with 
reasons,  .-election  of  the  correct  form  of  verbs  and 


reasons   for  choice,   the   recognition  of  case  of  underlined 
nouns  and  pronouns  with  reasons,   and  the  recognition  of 
Indefinite  pronoun;  .     Ti.la  part  of  the  test   was  built  to 
include  seventy-four  ooints. 

The  third  division  con.  lilted  of  seven  oa>  ts  which 
covered  the  new  materi  .1   t  -ught  in  the  nlr.t:.  grade.     This 
division  contuined  m.terlal  more  difficult  for  students  to 
■aster  than  that  of  t   e  other  parts.     These  items   included 
the   ability  to    -ecognise  the  difference  bct.veen  Phrases  and 
clauses,  ability  to  classify  different  kin  a  of  pronouns, 
comparison   of  adjectives   and  adverb.-,   recognition  and 
identification  of  v   r-bals    (gerunds,    vrtlc      la,    aj>4  in- 
finitives), voice  of  v    rt    ,   nood  of  ver' s,    anc   tiie  punctu- 
ation an     (  apit ;J.i   ation  of  seve-al   paragrao.  s.      ~'.is  part 
of  the  test  was  built  to  inclure  126  points. 

the  grammar  work   war   ci  dieted  in  each  grade  these 
tests  were   given  to  the  students  of  Manhattan  Jui  lor  High 
School.      ..   tot   1   of  463  student"   took   tr.e;i.      Division  one 

..lc  .  consisted  of  fourteen    ->arts  wts  given  to   the  seventh 
grade.     One  hundred  and  seventy-nine  nupils  took  the  test. 
The  perfect  score  was  100  ooints.      Km  highest  score  made 
was  !  inety-soven  ooints.      Ine   student  made  the  ninety-seven 


points;    two  a  .da  forty-rour  points,   tiia   lowest  score.      The 
aedl_ui  was  3eventy-four  points. 

Ths  tsst  which  was  glvan   to  the  1^3  eighth  grade 
students   included  division  one  for  the  seventh  grade  and 
division  two  waich  covered  net  material  learned  in  the 
eighth  grade.     The  tot.*l  nuaber  of  possible    tnlnts  was 
174.      The  highest  score  was  133  aade  by   one  student  and 
the  lowest  score  w_s  sixty-five  made  by  one   student.     The 
aedlan  ias   117   points. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-one  ninth  grade  students  took 
the  tast  which  Included  divisions  one,   t*o,   anc   three, 
he  largest  nuaber  of  students  In  the  ninth  grade  is 
accounted  for  by   the   students  wno  coa»e  to  Uanh-ttan  Junior 
High  School  froa  tha   rural   districts,     in  the  three  di- 
visions of  the  tamt  there  was  a  possibility   of  300  points. 
One  student  aade  i.95  points.      Xhe   low.st  score  aade  by  one 
student  was  eighty-five  points.     The  aedlaa   »a»   206  points. 

A  copy  of  the   t-st   In  divisions  for  the  seventh, 
eighth,   and  nlzith  grades   follows. 


..KB 

I.  Krlte  the  plural  of  the  fallowing i 

1.  l->  if 

2.  cuff 
5.   li.j 

4.  child 

5.  mouse 

6.  church 

II.  Some  of  the   follogin..     ■  enter, ce'    are   correct   and  some 
are  Incorrect.     ?lace    a  plus   Bign    (-♦")    before  the 
sentence      that    are  incorrect: 

1.     Henry,   he  ha."  gone  to  school* 
£.     Mary  likes   the   work. 

3.  This   lie  re  pen  is    -nine. 

4.  She    told  me     hero  John  had  gone,    but   i   have  for- 
gotten. 

5.  He  owns   t*o  things.      A  car  and  i.  »;..tch. 

6.  John  likes    to  play   tenniF   he  plays  every   day. 

III.  Underline  the  c*,   lete   subject   nit;,  one  line   and 
complete  predicate  with  t*o   lines. 

1.      The   day  wa=  bright* 

The  girls  are  playi  *j  ball. 

3.  Beautiful   oink  rosea  grow  in  the  garden. 

4.  iiave  you  forgotten  your  book? 
The  great  bell  rang     1  early. 

IV.  Indicate  by    sritlng  in   the  blank  b  fore   the      entence 
■  .ether  it   is   declarative,   interrogative,   imperative, 
or  exclamatory. 

1 .  Spring-,  baa  come  at  last. 

2.  Ask  Mary  to  go  with  us. 
3. ilold  on   tij^it,   boys! 


V. 


VI, 


4._ 

6. 


_ffhich  is  your  brother! 
_L.et  n     try  hard  to  win. 
_*llliam  is  my  brother. 


indicate  ti.e  part  of  speech  of  each  word  in  the 
followln,    sen'.eneo:     Mary  spoke    .uietly   t">   her 
little  brother   and  sister. 


1.. 

._ 
5.. 
4._ 
5. 


_-ary  6.. 

_apoke  T«_ 
.quietly  8._ 
.to  9.. 

her 


_li   tie 
.brother 
_and 
sister 


In  the  following  sentence-   draw  a  line    '.hrough  the 
incorrect   form  in  parenthesis  I 

Ue  and  an  orange    (was,   were)    on  the  table. 

Se   (was,    were)    going  to   the   show. 

John   (doesn't,   don't)    want   to 

-here    (was,   wero)   many   c..errli?s  on  v  e  tree. 

She  Is   the    (taller,    tallest)    of  the   two  j-irls. 

Barry   Jumped   (in,    into)    the  rlvor. 

it©  aro    (sure,   surely)    proud  of   yu  >    'uccess. 
and  girls  grow    (rapid,   ranidly). 

The  teas  played  (well,   good). 

She    look?    (beautiful,   beautifully). 

(Air  )    all    the   boy      nere   the  e. 

('*as,    wee)    you   join;-  to  school? 

VII.      In   the  blank   space   in  each     entence,    place  the 

correct  form  of  the  verb   which  appear."   in   the  n-..^. 
gin  to  tiic   1  :ft  of  the  sentence. 

break       1.  His   ana  was  ___ . 

MM  2.    John  

do  3.     !e 


-. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

8. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
1    . 


last   evening. 

the   work. 


drink       4.   Harry  

run  5.   As  James  

his  Veiled  hi 

see  6.    I   have  ________  the  play. 

choose     7.    -tie   debaters   we  e 


tea  and  coffee. 

across  the  street, 


from  the 


senior  class. 

write       8.   The  hook  wa.    in  19  4. 

freeze     9.  Ke  war    al  ost  . 

eat  10.   I  «y  broakfas*    r~!ldly. 

VIII.   Underline   the  correct  form  of  the  pronoun  in 
parenthesis. 

1.  It    was   (she,  nor)    MM  called  you. 

2.  Bring  the  book  to    (me,   I). 

3.  I    saw   (him,  he)    yesterday. 

4.  («e,  us)    girls   are  not  going. 

5.  The  letter  was  for  Jiim   and  (me,   I). 

I    .       To  the   ri   ..t   if  the  sentence  five  the  case   if  the 
underlined  *ords. 

1.  Hj   work  is  do  se. 

.  I    wrote  a  letter. 

3.  The  j.lrl's  drees  sas  blue. 

4.  He   is  my  friend. 

5.  i'e   sent   the  letter  to  John. 

X.  In  the  folln.v  in,    sentences    write  in  the  blai.k.  before 

tie  sentence   the     oase- sive  form  of  any  word  that 
you  think  is   a  Dosse.'iSive. 


l._ 

3." 
4." 


The  girls  co -t  is  blue. 

This    is  the   mens  f*lf  course. 

Johns  hat   if   gray. 

The  boys  coats  a^e    tweed. 
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XI. 

underline   the  correct  form   of  the    verb. 

1. 

Joan   (set,   sit)    down. 

2. 

There  hi."  books    (lay,   lie). 

3. 

(Raise,    rise)    your  hands,    ohilt'ren. 

4. 

<"lt,   :  et)    the   bou  :uet   or   the  table. 

5. 

(Lie,   lay)    dow     sad  rest. 

XII. 

The 

'     entences  below   lack  nunctu  .tlon  mark    .      'nu   are 

to 

ivper  ->unrtuat  i">n. 

1. 

Harry  close  the   door. 

~. 

.n  reading  Juckleberry  Kir.n. 

3. 

MQBBOt    go. 

4. 

The  protru -.  she  raid   iM    «ell  prepared. 

5. 

The  house  »as   dark  gloomy   silent. 

XIII. 

Insert  caotal:-   where  they  a-o  needed. 

1. 

He  went   to  eurooe. 

2. 

T.:ey  travelled  in  t.ie  eaft. 

3. 

I    am   going  to  Colorado   next   winter. 

4. 

lie  i     <;o   tor  long. 

5. 

The  bible  is   a  good  pice  of   literature. 

6. 

They   read   «lo-les  about   Indians. 

7. 

Ha  le   a  gradja.e   of  Kanhatta                Mfaool. 

I    an   studying  engllfS     and  geography. 

XIV. 

Underline  pronouns*    und   tell  the   kind. 

1. 

Margaret  wrote   to   tier. 

2. 

You  may  go. 

3. 

She  if    wri  ting. 

4. 

The  b^ok  belongs  to   them. 

5. 

We  are   working. 

.::-;  uhadb 


XV. 


XVI, 


na, 


Some  of   the  following     enteric:  8   are   Pimple,   (tome 
compound,    other;-'    conplex.      Identify   each  In  the 
margin  to  the  left  of    sentence. 


.  nee  r   ady  hut   it  did  n->t     o 

because  it  rained. 
2.   Tyrann..    be  ins  where  law   ends. 


_3.   ..ndrew   is  my  brother. 

4.  Penile  do  not   lack  s'.renpt  i  but  they 

lack  will. 
_8.   Breat   ^pem  era  are  bad  lenders. 

_6.   ?ut   jour  heart   into  yiur  work    an      the 
sky   will    cieur. 


Underline   the  dependent   cl  au   es   i»nd   identify    t;em 
as   ucverbialt    adjective,   »r  noun,      explain  reason. 

1.  The   girl   whom  you  see  la   ray   sister. 

2.  Though  I   do  not   understand,    1   obey. 
5.    I   fear  that   it    will  rain. 

4.  He  prayeth  best  who  loveth  b. 

5.  What   they   -ay  is   true. 

6.  Play  wnlle  »e  may. 

dive  the  tense  of  the  underlined  verbs. 

Tense 
1.   I   shall   call. 
Z.  There   .  o-.  ■■■     ).vld. 
5.    They  returned  Monday, 

4.  I    am   r;oir:(,;. 

5.  She   h„s     ailed  often. 

6.  to  a    « III   ha-.e    c„l  led. 

v.    xhey   t    d  worked  the  ^robleas. 


XVI II.   Indicate   In  the  Burgle  at   the    left   the   person  of   the 
words  underlined  and  gX  e   reason. 

Reason 
1.     -  other  lover   her  eh  114. 

2.  We  will   treat  you  well. 

S.  iiarry  cot'ie  here. 

4.  lie  has   worked  the  problem. 

5.  The  houpe  belongs   to     p. 


XIX. 


XX. 


_6.      She  is    xriting  a  It  iter. 


Choose  tie  proper  form  of  the  verb  and  give  a 
re-^g^n  for  your  choice. 

1.   -ie   and  Jorn   (is,   arc)    here. 
Reason 

...   ...ach  of  the   boys   (is,  a  e)   reac  y . 

Reason 

S.   He  .oils  nor  teachers   (has,   have)    to 

Reason 

4.  T  e   captain,    with   all  his  cre«,    (was,   were) 
saved. 

Reason 

5.  Neither  friends   or  relatives    (ia[  ,   were)    in- 
vited. 

Reason 

fi.   One  of  the  o  her  of  us    (is,   are)    mi    taken. 
Reason 

dive   the  c  ise  of  the  underlined  words  and  the  rea- 
son for  the    case.      Example:      The   pen  is   ml  e. 
Case  -  Nominative,      "carin   -  Suh'ec,   of  verb   'If.' 

1.  I    wrote   u  letter. 

Case  Reason 

2.  Ky  work   ldej.   is  i  one. 
Case  "eason 
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3.  He  read  the  book. 

C ^se  Reason 

4.  The.'   Pent  for   Thorn ua. 

Case  ;son 

5.  Uive  every   man  his   c*ue. 

Cane  -eason 

G.     J  oh  n '  f  hit   il   lost. 

Reason 

7.     She   is  my  friend. 

Case  Reason 

XXI.       Underline  the   Indefinite  pronouns  found  In  the 
following  sentence    : 

1.  iiany  are   called,  but  few  are  chosen. 

2.  *ho  Is  knocking? 

3.  Ail  came  in  to.jetiicr. 

4.  lash  came  bearing  a  palm  leaf. 

5.  None   is    so  blind  as  he  who  will  not  see. 


NINTH   GRADE 

I .      Distinguish  bet  seen  the  phrases   and  the  dependent 
clauses  in   t.  e   fol  inning  sentences,      underline  the 
phrases   with  one  line,  the   clauses  with    two  lines. 
1.      It.  toe  best  books  (jr  » '.  men   talk  to   us. 

.'•lien  industry  goes  out   of  the  door,   poverty 
comes   in    at  the  window. 

3.  Green  leaves  grew  on  tf  e   trees. 

4.  1   heard  thip    interestin.     k  or;    in  England. 

5.  The  man  who  lives  across  the   street   c^me  fron 

6.  They  beheld  a  broad,  blue   lake,    which  filled 
the  great  v;d  ley. 

XXIII.  Underline   and  identify  the   pronouns  in  trie  follow- 
ing sentences: 

1.  Ae  B3u    try   and  yet  fall. 

2.  What  are  yo      doing? 

3.  They  say  he  is  wealthy. 

4.  That    is  mine. 

5.  The   girl   who  carao  today    is  ny   friend. 

G.      I   have  Just   read   "Treasure  Island",   which  I 
found  vsrj    interesting. 

XXIV.  Give  ti'.e   comparative  one    superlative   degrees  of  the 
following  adjectives   and  adverbs: 

Positive  Comparative  Sunerlative 

1.  near 

2.  rapidly 

3.  food 

4.  slowly 

5.  little 

6.  much 

7.  cheerfully 

8.  bad 


XXV.        Underline   and  identify  the  gerunds,   participles, 
and  infinitives  found  In   the  followl,.,     sentences: 
.".xample  -  I   expect  to  enjo,,    the  play.     Infinitive. 

1.  To  be  useful   Is  my  aim. 

1    had   been   .iurryir.g    through  my  work. 

3.  His  occupation.  Beading   china,    is  interesting. 

4.  I   am   tired  of  doi 

5.  The  cannlr^    process   is  fairly  simple. 

6.  House-'    to     cnt   are  scarce. 

7.  His  co '.lr      today  was  unexoected. 

8.  I   do  not    li'<e   your     iv  lnj.    up. 

9.  I  came  here  to  work. 
10*  Having  finished  our  work  we  had  a  abort  time  for 

pi-y. 

XXVi.      under  line   the   verbs  in  tie  following    sentences,    and 
give  the  voice  of  each,      explain . 
1.  He  ^ave  oe  a  reception. 

.   :  e  took  good  care  of  us. 

3.  ie  were  given  a  reception. 

4.  You  were  called  for. 

5.  Vhey   maae  Ma  president. 

6.  David  loved  JiMimltlMI. 

XXVU.   Underline   tne   ve rl  ■   following  sentences, 

£ive  the  raood.      Explain   how  you  kOM    the  verb   is 
in   the  indicative,    Iterative,    or  subjunctive  -nood. 
i&ample:   Come  hare   ..t   once.      Imperative,   a  command. 

1.  Sit   down  if   vtu  ple-jse. 

2.  He    came  la  '     night. 


3.  Uod  bl  1. 

4.  What  If  y*u  were  I? 

5.  uet  at  try  to  Kin,  boys. 

6.  I  fear  lest  it 

7.  She   wote  tie  book. 

XXVIII.   Insert  the  correct  punctuation  and  capitalisation 
necessary  in   t.»e  following  paragraphs: 

Two  brothers  wao  had  inherited  a  o  I  ace  of 
land   quarreled  and  qu  rreled  about  how   it   should 
be  divided  they    even  come  to  blows   a  neighbor 
final';    (M rsuaried  then   to   submit  their  dispute 
to   a  certain    r.an   noted  for  his  cood  Jud  ment  and 
his  honesty. 

Do  ;-  -e   as'ed  the  arbitrator  when 

the  property  to   abi-e  by 
dec! 

■e  do  they    replied  then   you  he   said  turning 
to   one   of  the  brothers  shall  draw  l.nc    tfrrwigll 
the  fielf'   dividing   it  precisely   M  you  thi  k  it 
s.ould  be   divided  excellent  exclaimed  the    one  thus 
addr  nd  he  proceeded  to   draw  the    line 

And  riovi  you  cor.tin   ad  the  arbitrator  turning 
to  the  other  brother  who  was  scowlln^    ut  him  may 
h.4ve   >hl«  \m  r  portion  you  prefer 


The    results  of  the  test  ..»  elver,  to  the  179  seventh 
grade  p*J  oln  shown.      The  Bean  for   Ute   rrade 

was  found  by  div  I    s  total   number   of  points  made  on 

the  test  by   the    number  of   BKpila  taking  the  test.     The 
total   number  of   points  13,030  divided  by  179  e  uals 
72.23  mean. 
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HHSU  LTS 

Number  of 

pupils  taking  test: 

179 

Possib] 

e   Points!    100 

Parts  Points 

Narabe 

is 

Parts 

Points 

Number 

'upila 

:  ■*■ 

Making 

Points 

liado 

Pupils 

"ilnts 

Pupils 

">ints 

I              5 

151 

755 

V 

9 

46 

414 

4 

11 

44 

8 

29 

SS8 

3 

10 

30 

7 

.9 

203 

2 

2 

4 

6 

25 

150 

1 

2 

2 

5 

22 

110 

0 

3 

0 

4 
3 

14 

4 

56 

12 

II              6 

70 

420 

2 

3 
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Pupils 

"Tints 
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46 

22 
17 
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;.'.ean: 

72.23 

Median 

11 

74 

From  the  results  of  tho  test  ^lver.   to  the  eighth 
grade     he  mean  for  parts  1-1?   i;  elusive  which    lr   seventh 
grade  material    ml  found  to  be  79,70.     Thus  In  comparing 
the  mean  of  the  seventh  grade  over  the    seme  material  a 
slight  icnrove.-r.ent   of   7.47  points  «as   shown.      '  opetition 
of  material   tends  to   fix  that  material   in  the  minds   of 
the  ftu dents.      The  value  of  repetition   In  the  learning 
process  is   clearly   Sown.      The  mean  for  parts  15-21  of   tha 
eighth  grade  tost  which  covered  new  material    *s  57.      The 
mean  for  the  entire   test  taken  by  the  eight',    grate  was 
117. 5~   points   as  compared  with  7::. 23  of  the  seventh  grade, 
an  increase   of  45. 21  points.      The    detailed  results   lor 
t-st   -re   |  iven  in  the  folio*:  r\g  table. 
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Mean:    117 

»M 

Median:   117 

In  the  .ide  the  test   Included  the   three  di- 

visions as  siiown  in  t.»ble  turee.      Hie  mean  for    parts  1-14 
was  84.13,   showing  an  increase  of  4.43  points    a?    com- 
pared with  the  ei,    it  -     rude  mean  on  the  Fame  material. 
This  was  not  as  gre...t  an  increase  oa  was  f  nund  bet*een  the 
seventh  and  eights  grades.     C"i  .pared  with  the   i  events 
grade  isean  over  the  Fame  parte  there   was  an  increase  of 
11.90  points.     Again  a  gain  In  knowledge   throug;.  repetition 
was  fwntdi      The  mean  for  parts  15-21  in  the  ninth  »  rude 
was  46.18  points   as  compared  to  the   el  •  ade  mean  of 

37  points.      This   s.owed  again   in  learning  and    retention 
of  material  of   11.18  points.      The  mean   for  parts   22-28 
inclusive  which   was   over  new  material   learned  in  the   ninth 
grade  •*•  7i>.06.      the  moan  for  the  entire  test  taken  by 
the  ninth  grade  was   204.63.      The  metalled  results  of  the 
test  follow. 
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The  median  of  seventy-four  for  the    movant  .  grade 
corresponds  cl-v  i0  mean  of  72.23.      The  median  of 

117  for  the  eighth  grade  conparfrs  closely  with  the  mean  of 
117.52.      The  median  of   the   nit  th  grade  was   20G   In   com- 
parison with  the  mean  of   204.63   points. 

These   findings   tend   to   show  that   learning   is  retained 
and  increases   from  y*ar  to   year  through   repetition.  oh 

year  new  material  w^s  added  and  the  students*   retentive 
ability    t  old   m.  showed  a  marked  Increase.      A 

t-ble  is  submitted  showing  the   median  in  each  grade    .s 
well   as   the  number  of  students. 
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DK 

Pupils   -   179.                       Possible 

PiintF 

-  no. 

Part*  1-14:     Mean  -  ?r;.23 

a  -  T4 . 

.   Q 

Pupils   -   1.5.                       Possible 

Pol  ntB 

-   174. 

Parti  1-14:     Kean  -     79.70 

15-21:      .Mean   -      37. 

a— 1      Mean   -   117.52 

ill  an  -  117. 

HINT 

Pupils   -   181.                                ihie 

Points 

-  800. 

Parts   1-14:        e.-n   -     84.13 

15-21:      Ham   -     40.18 

Ba-88:         u    -     72.08 

1-28:      »e.JS    -    204.33 

Median  -   206. 

In  order  to  show  clearl,    the  oedian  for  e-ch  part 
of  each  test    table  four  haa  been  prepared.      The  medians 
which   arc    shown  were  foand  by    dividing   the    tofc.1    score 
made  on  e-ch  part   of   the   test  by   the  number   of    -tudente 
taking   the  te;  t.      For  instance  in   oart   one  of  the   seventh 
grade   test  the   score  *as  8S5   poir.tB.      One  hundred  and 
sever  ty-nlne  pupils   took   the    (  Lght   hundred  and 

thirty-five  divided  by  179  gave  a  median  of  4.63    noirvts. 
The  median;    for  :.ll    >   rt?  were   rietermlr.ed  In   the  same 
manner. 

In  comparing   the  medians  in  e.ich   of   the   o:.ttf  of  the 
seventh  grade  test  with   the  nedlans  made  by  the   eighth 
grade  students  on   the  same  material   it    was  found   that   the 
students'    median    *as  raised  ii      ill   cases    excent  one, 
namely,    part  three    (slapl*  analysis).      In  this   case   the 
median    ,as   lowered   .96  of  a  point.      The  greatest   increase 
in   learning  occurred  li  parts  four   (classification  of  sen- 
tences  as  to  ure),    and  nine    (case  of  nouns   and  pronouns), 
and  fourteen   (recognition  of  pronouns) .      The   Increase 
varied  from  1.10   to   1.46. 


Coaparlng  ti;  the  first.  t*enty-one 

p    f   of   the  ninth  grada  test  fith  the   eighth  £r~''e   It  wae 
found  that  the  students  raised  their  ir.edi..ns    in   aoat  cases. 
liowever,   they   lowered   their  medians   in  parts  four   (classi- 
fication of  sentence:'   as  to  use),    t-en    (formation  of 
pos^essivea)  ,   thirteen   (capitalization),   fourteen    (recog- 
nition of  pronouns),   and  twenty-one    (recognition  of   in- 
defii.ite  pronouns). 

The  greatest    ir.creuse   In  learning  occurred   In    part*, 
sixteen   (recognition  awl   classification  of  deoer.  : 
clauses),   nineteen   (ci-.oice  of  correct  form  Of  verb  with 
reason),    .nd  twenty   (case  of  noun."   and  pronouns   with 

•n).      Ma    Increase  varied  from  1.41  points    to      .10. 

In  the  seventh  gr  de   test  the  highest  median  occurred 
in  part  six  which  covered  t!»  selection  of   the  correct 
verb  form  and  the  correct  udjoctive  or  advc"  .      .he  lowest 
medlcn   in  this   jaade  occurred  in  part  nine   which  covered 
the  case   of   nouns   and   oronouns. 

In  the   eight.:   ,i;rade   test   the  best  «:ediari   aaa   on 
six  which   included  the  selection  of  the  correct  verb  for  ■ 
and  tne  correct  adjective   and  ai.vcb.      This  would  tend   to 
prove   that  aatori -1  thorough!.,    learned   and   reviewed  r     ri 


with  the  student.      The  lowest  medi^i:   In   this   test  occurred 
in  part  nine    (case   of  nouns  and  pronouns);    the   f..ne  as   in 
the  seventh  crad<  .      There   was    an  ant  over  the 

soventn  (Trade  nodi^r. ,    ,towev   r. 

In   the  ninth  £,rade  test    the  highest   medians   occurr;  d 
in  par' s    six   (correct   torn   of  verb,   adjectives,    adverbs), 
sixteen   (recognition  and   classification  of  dependent 
clauses),    twenty-four   (comparison  of    .djectives   and  ad- 
verbs),   find  twenty-eight    (punctuation  and  capitalization) . 
The  lowest  median   occurred  in  part  ten    (l'orra.-tlon  of 
pops:  reives) .      The  lowest   median  for  the  seventh  and 
eighth  grades   was   found  in  par-t   nine.      The  medlar,   in  the 
ninth  gruUe  was  relatively  lower  than  in  the  eighth. 
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In  comparing   the   medians  made   in   the   seven!. 
■It  a  the  possible   ooints   It  »,if  found   that    the  best 
learning   took  pl^ce    I  ->ne  which  covered  the  form- 

ation of  plurals.      This   is  partly  accounted  for  by   the 
faot  that  children  oft  n   learn  to   spell   the  ->lur„ls 
correctly  even  though   they  do   not   know  the   rule?    for   the 
formation  of   nlur ..Is.      The  next  best   le.irnir.g  took  -)l.:ee 

I    three   (p.  La   of  sentences)    that  is 

selecting   the  complete   subjsct   and  the   complete  predica'.e. 
T'.-.If   ts   emhaslz.  ch  drill  work  so  that  the  Median 

should  be  fairly   hi 

The   lowr  .3  of   le  .ml.  g  occurred  in  part  four- 

teen  in   which  the  students   wer>e   asked  to  underline   the 
pronouns  and  tell   t'.ie  kind,      i'he  students    seemed  to  be 
able   to   recognize   the  pronouns  but   they   could  not   tell 
the   kind,     -ivldently   sufficient   drill   in  recognizing    the 
kinds   of    promuns   had  not   been   given.      The   next   lowest 
degree  of  learning  took  place  in  part  nine    (case  of   nouns 
and  pronouns).      The  majority  of   the   students   failed  to  get 
any  of    Uu  cases    right.      They  seemed   to  be  unable-   to 
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connect  tna  nominatlvs  case  with  the  fact  that  t.ie  nouns 
and  pronouns   used   as  subject   or  as   predicate  nominative 
are  la  tile  nominative    case,   and  so  on.      .  be  due 

to  tie   fact  that  c-ro   forms  are   not  given  as  ouch  em- 
p.iasis    ir<   the   seventh  grade  a?  are   other  items   of   In- 
form  tion.      The    decree  of   learning  is    .-bout  the    same   in 
p-rts  foar   (classification  of   sentences    as   to   j.^e),   five 
(part."   of   speech),   six    (correct  forms  of  verbs,    -djectives, 
adverbs),   elg.it    (corract  forms  of   oroaouns) ,    ton    (form- 
ation of  possessivos)  ,   and  in  parts  two   (cor.ect   and  in- 
correct   sentence*),   sever,    [oorreot   for. -a  91  :  ,   eleven 
(verbs   sit,   set;    lie,    lay;    etc.),   twelve    (punctuation) , 
and  thirteen   (capitalisation)* 

It  is   interesti.i,-   to   note   that   the  highast  median 
made  in    the  si  *da   was  mad.;  ov  sr  material    first 

la -mod  in    the   seventh  gr,.de.      Jlhen   the  median  in  each 
part   of   the  eighth  grade   test  was  compared  with   the 
possible    polat  oh  part  of   the   tost   it   was   feud   that 

the  best  learni.g  ag_in  occurred  i  oart  one  which  covered 
the  formation  of  plurals.  .eince  this  is  the  p_rt  in  which 
the  best   learn.ng  occurred   in   tha   seventh  grade   it   would 


tend  to   prove   one   of    the    l^a:-  t   repetition 

flies  facts  in    th  wd  a»ai  its  iii  recall* 

H  next  til,  .  of   l«uri  >k  pice  in 

part   four-   (clasaif.c    lion  of  sentences    .3    to  use). 
ctors  of  repetit  ec-ll  entered. 

fhs   Iomi  1-ce   in   p 

sixteen   (recognition  —id  cl.-aaif  loatloa  of  Ceoer.dent 
SlauCM    *1U)  for  cl  .lor.).      The    loi  de- 

.   oi    learning  at  t.iis   3oint3  ■  for  by 

tna  fast  that  t...  to  the  rade 

klM    03  ".  se   de- 

pendent c!jus«i3    is    auch  t.iey  cj  ic 

correct  classification  and  fjiva  roaf.  •>.-.    of  cl  g. 

mess   in  givi  ona   seamed    to  g 

f-iit.      -videntlj    sore  drill   should  be  given  in   stating 
raaa<  w   neit   to   the   lo*^st  degree   of  le^rr 

occurred   la  pari  twenty    (recognition   of  Case   fo:m:     and 
ratlMl).      In   co  ..lis   »ith   the   next    lowest   learning 

in  the   s event  nine    (ease  >und 

l    the   stud  ,i:ts   could     oco,.;.-u  ze    the   oire   forms   wiiich 
they   could   not   do    to   the   seventh  grade,   but  ■  un- 


able    to   Btile    their 

Shen   the   aadi  in  foi    3ach  part   of    tbf  ..de  test 

ias   compared    lit-.   tha    possible  nuabe     of  point?   In  each 
port  of   t  It    jus  found  that   tha  blghaat  dogroe  of 

learning   ,.c.a...   occurred   in   part  0:13   ahich   covered   the 
form  tion  of    plu.   lis.        la*a    KM      la    t  u    part   1c   at4«B 

jest    learning   occurred   In   froth    orevloa:    js.-vs  it 
proves  once  more    that   repetition   is    of  gra-t   value  In 
r«i  11. 

Ine  highest  degraa  of  le  raiaa,  la  tha  oi    1  .       ..de 
occurred   in   p  i'hs  next  highest   learning   took 

place   l.i   oart  Sevan  which    dealt   »ith   the   select  Lin  of   the 
correct   verb   for.?.,     ifuoh  drill   is   givan   in  both   the 
seventh  and  eights  ,:rades  in  the  use   of   the   co-rcct  verb 

M   that   the  high  degree  of  le-rning  i?  account- 

ed for   through   repetition. 

In   the   Case   of   to*  nint.:  trade   as  in  the  eighth  the 
poorest  learning  occurred  in   the  Baal;  ;d  material. 

Rm   lonest    degree   or   learning,  occurred  in  Bart   twenty. 
alght   which  covered  punctuation    aid  capitalization,      fhera 
seemed   to  b«    a  tendency   on  the  part   of  the  students   to 
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over.  lotation  this  can 

be  accounted  for  by  the  fact   that   insufficient   time   is 
:i    to   diet  at  ion   lork  pill    iork    that    requires 

insertion  or   c   pltaia   and  narks   of   aunetuation. 
fhe  next  lo„:  if    la  mi  ii..ce   lr 

oart   tscntj-flve    I  iloh   covered  t  dealt* 

fic-tlon  of  ver'.  inj  students  unoerlii  as 

gerunds,   partioiples,   or  infinitives.      Inability    to  aata 
a  good   score  on    ;  tsst 

tntsd  foi  f^ct  that  the  stadea  .,  bsooM 

acquainted  wit.-.    .  ;ntil   the   eial  ..'lei'ore, 

do   not   have    aa   such   time   for-   repetltl 
drill    as  ?:..;;  ;i...    so  »the     I  teas. 


Kroa  the  comparison  of   seventh,  ,   and   ninth 

grade  medians   it  h_3   been  found  that  the  best    1 
occurred  in  -  ,    proving   that  drill   ir>    jrofltabl*. 

The  next   highest  degrees  of   learning  occurred   in    i  its 
three    (simple   analysis),   four-   (classification  of  sentences 
is  to  use),    aod  ■   res   (correct  foras  o     »arl     )s        ■    active- 
ly. 


All   of  these  o>rts  bain-    Included   In  division  one   for  the 
seventh  gr   (*2   the   off ieie.ncy  of    rsootitlon  of   f;.cts 
learned  is   ag  ain    onven. 

The  lowest  degiee  of   learning  too;   ,il  ,ce   i      p   rts 
fourteen  (recognition   of  pronoun?  and  Nina's),   sixteen 
(recognition  and  identification  of  dependent   clauses), 
and  tsenty-eight    (punctuation    anri  capitalisation),    res- 
pectively.     In  the   seventh  gr  a.    t.io   lowest  degree  of 
learning  occurred   in   the   Last   lton  t  :t  fourteen 

(recognition  and  e  lass  lflsat  ion  or  pronouns).      This  may 
be   accounted   for  b  lack  o: 

through  the  fact  that   It  la  _-:n  in   the   test. 

The  next   lowest  de(;.ue    if   learning  w..  as    (c_.ce 

of  nouns    and  pronoun?).      Not   ^8  i.uch   energy   and   emphasis 
Is  placed   on  case  forms   In  tne  seventh  gr  do    li   in'  the 
eighth  and  nlnt.i  grades. 

In   the  eighth  grade  the  lo..  res   of   learning 

LiS  found   ti  bs   In   pari   six-eon    (recognition  and   i&enti- 
fication  of  dependent  clauses   nitli  reasons).      The   next 
lowest   score   was   on   part    twenty    (caa  of  nouns    ;,nd  oro- 
nouns  with  reasons).      The  lo.>  of   learni.ig  here   may 
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be   accounted   for  by   '..hs  fact   that   these   porta  test  now 
facts   laarned.      "epct  Itlo.o   of  facts  which  if   so   rieces.'ary 
baa  not  bean    sufficient. 

The   lowest   learning  in   the   ninth  gr.  occurred 

in  the   l_st   part   of   the   test  as   it   did   in   the   seventh 
grade,    and   the   next   lowesi  in  part   twenty-five    (verbals). 
From   tills   fact   it  would  sisem    thit   the    osition  of   certain 
iteas    In    th?  test   bAI  :,;-.   the   students' 

ability   to   answer  correctly.      I.ian,    too,    since   the   low 
scores    .ire   almost   In  r.udo   on  nsi   materi    1    the 

necessity   ftsd  offi    isnc;,    of  repetition  i-  Ized  o.ice 

•ore. 

-  '   very    ^larent:      first,    the 

lowest,   median   in   the  %s    sis  f  ^und 

.rt  nine    !c.    i    of  nouns   autf  ->ro.oouns).      This   median 

oved  howevar  in   eac.  grade  ■  the 

students   leorne::  titlan.      The    :  ■■->  ovasnent  was   not 

l    a?   it  shoul;!   b  .        raater   Improvement   o 

higher   degree  of   la^rni:  s    saaa    could  be    accom- 

plished by    SjS'.cx_tic    ar.    if    isrft   book!    ana  by   means   of 
short   dailj   drills,  ills    *hlch  con   ha   checked   in 


Olasa  i.edlately 

•hll  -  tdents    .  ut  -ial 

_re   iBore  valu-bi  -orrcct Ions   made  by    '..  <sr 

at  a  later  time.  If  there  aras  a  unlforolt;  in  terminology 
of  the  c-8  9  forms  perhaps  ls-r:,  .::,■  soul<  occur  move  r-oid- 
ly.     For  lllustratlo   ,    in  t  noo- 

lu.  tlve,    oajecti.  re  used   uiiile  in  the 

eighth  and  ni  .in-'.ive,    accusative, 

.9,    and  genitive  are  usad,  t  l  all 

:.ne   S-uiii:.  oernaps 

account?    fo:-   UM    Inability    of   the   Students,    to  recognize 
the  cases.      I.  ..a   the   lo  i.i.   a^s   nade 

in  part   ten    (formation  of    nssessivas) . 

other  interesting  fact    learned  from   these  tePts 
iuS   that    the   loj   degree   of   le    rning  indicated  by   the 
medi-na   iss  made   in    e-c.i  c- se   on   the   ne*  material.      This 
again  indicate*  -m:  svpheslses  the  fact  that  const  Bt  re- 
petition  Is   nece  d  valuable   to   learning. 

A   t.iirJ  iij^ativc   oolnt    th  it   Jap   vory   clo„r   »a£    toe 
f_ct  that    i-    all   divisions    of   tue   test    xnere  re   r>">ns   sere 
asked  for    the    Students  asec.ed   to  be  unable   to  st^te   the 
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>na.     Perhaps   tills  «u3  duo   to  the   f_ict   that    .11   I 
srs  do   ant  y  of  kaoalaj  °ons. 

Ihere   should  bo  more   drill   both   oral   and  written   m 
stating   the  rOiS-v.s. 

From  thase  observation.?    _t   least   t  iree  nLr- ts  are 
partlculapl)  outstanding:     first,   the  Sngllsh  taachara  of 

.  ttaa  Junloj  jo!   nead  to 

attention  to   ca?o  forrar-    if   nouns   and    >r-onoune;    Eecor.d, 
.lore  drill  *or'.j  is   nsedad  on  na«l  material;    third, 

teachers   slio-ild   not   be    fjtisf i  »d  to   hate    the  students  use 
the    oi ••:  tat   form,    bat   '  ..o*  why 

the.,   use   it,    or,    in   other    jords,   more   di  t-ting 

reasons  is  qm 
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